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One of my all-time favorite sayings is: “If it looks like 
a duck, walks like a duck, and quacks like a duck …it’s a 
duck.” In other words, don’t be deceived by well-tuned 
rhetoric or promises that seem too good to be true. Judge 
the situation based upon fact, logic and historical perspec-
tive. This advice has never been more important than it is 
today as we are constantly bombarded with information 
that is designed to sway our opinions. 

The Clean Power Plan (CPP) finalized by the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) on Aug. 3 is a fine ex-
ample. The EPA assures us its plan will not only reduce global warming, it 
will enhance the reliability of your electric service and LOWER your elec-
tric bills. These rules that effectively eliminate coal-fired generation from 
the energy mix will make us more “energy independent,” according to the 
EPA. These rules will save lives, help our economy thrive and create jobs in 
the process — and the rest of the world will follow our example. Really?

I love my country, and I appreciate this wonderful world that the good 
Lord has given us. I believe that the members of our cooperative and other 
cooperatives across America share this feeling. I am proud that your coop-
erative has always promoted conservation and efficiency, and I believe that 
as consumers of electricity, we must all work to conserve and use our re-
sources more wisely. Buckeye Power, GMEC’s cooperative power supplier, 
has been proactive in meeting all the pollution standards established and 
has invested over $1 billion over the past decade to install pollution-con-
trol equipment at the Cardinal Generating Station, making it one of the 
cleanest coal-fired generation units in the world. Now the EPA wants to 
change the rules yet again. GMEC would be the first in line to support 
the CPP if we truly believed that the benefits outweigh the costs. But the 
promises that the EPA is making, no matter how wonderful and patriotic 
they may seem, are simply an attempt to portray that duck as an eagle! 

Electricity is no longer a luxury to each of us; it is a necessity. We must 
be absolutely sure that our members have the power they need, when they 
need it — and it must be affordable. The EPA deceptively indicates that 
electric bills will go down with these rules in place, but they fail to tell you 
that they are assuming that you will be using less electricity. Members 
using the same amount of electricity will likely see their bills increase by 
40 percent under the CPP proposed rules. The EPA says reliability won’t 
be an issue, but natural gas cannot be stored or transported as easily as 
coal to ensure an adequate fuel supply during cold winter weather. Re-
newable energy from the sun or wind is not always available and cannot 
be stored effectively, so it cannot replace “baseload” generation sources like 
coal. The winter of 2014 should be a wake-up call for us because the Mid-
west came dangerously close to running short of electricity. 

Meanwhile, the EPA assures us that these new regulations will help our 
economy to prosper, but it is unlikely that other countries will be adhering 
to similar rules anytime soon.

Yes, the EPA has a lot to say in its 1,560 pages of regulations, and the 
agency has a lot of criticism for anyone who disputes its position. But, if 
you listen really closely, I think you’ll hear the “quack.”

If it quacks like a duck…

Jerry Kackley,
General Manager/CEO
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Electric Rates
Farm and Home Service
rate schedule R-1*
Service Availability Charge	 $18/month

First 500 kWh/month	  12.769¢/kWh

Over 500 kWh/month	 @ 10.645¢/kWh

Seasonal Residential Service
annual rate schedule S-1*
Service Availability Charge	 $216/year

First 800 kWh/year	 @ 20.769¢/kWh 

Over 800 to 6,000 kWh/year	 @ 11.645¢/kWh 
 
Over 6,000 kWh/year	 @ 10.645¢/kWh 

(Your minimum annual charge will be $216 per year 
for service between March 1, 2015, and Feb. 28, 2016.)

Commercial Service
rate schedule C-1*
Service Availability Charge	 $18/month
 
First 1,500 kWh/month	   @ 12.769¢/kWh
 
Over 1,500 kWh/month	 @ 10.645¢/kWh

*Rider T — 
Kilowatt-Hour Tax applies to all rate schedules  
and must be added to the rates shown.
First 2,000 kWh/month .465¢/kWh
Next 13,000 kWh/month .419¢/kWh
Over 15,000 kWh/month .363¢/kWh

EPA’s power plant rules don’t tell  
the full story on electric bills
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Karaoke “Country Style” contest winners
The Karaoke “Country Style” Contest was an opening-day 
event sponsored by Guernsey-Muskingum Electric Coop-
erative, Inc., at the 169th Muskingum County Fair. Sing-
ers in four age categories competed with their favorite 
tunes. The winners were:
Under 18: Kendra Kent, Zanesville
18 to 35: Cati McGee, Zanesville
36 to 50: Julie Janicki, Chandlersville
Over 50: Pat Wess, Glenford, and Barb Marling, 

Zanesville
Each winner received a $50 gift card, and all partici-

pants received a sandwich and drink coupon to use at the 
fair. Judges for the evening were Laura Schumann and 
Kenny Wayne; sound was provided by Sandy Groves.

Karaoke contest winners were, from left, Pat Wess, Barb 
Marling, Julie Janicki, Cati McGee and Kendra Kent.

Your GMEC regional energy meetings
Please pick the most convenient meeting for you and plan to attend any or all of this 
year’s regional meetings this fall to learn more about your cooperative.  

	 DATE	 PLACE

Tuesday, Oct. 20	 Deerasic Park
	 14250 Cadiz Road, Cambridge 

Thursday, Oct. 22	 Timber Run Grange
	 4065 West Pike, Zanesville

Tuesday, Oct. 27	 Cassell Station Fire Dept.
	 4500 Peters Creek Rd, Cambridge

Thursday, Oct. 29	 Bristol Twp. School
	 3763 SR 78, McConnelsville

GMEC is pleased to announce a new format this 
year: Meetings will begin at 6:30 p.m. with social 
time and refreshments. At 7 p.m., there will be a 
question-and-answer session with CEO/General 
Manager Jerry Kackley and cooperative employees, 
followed by door prizes at 7:45 p.m. Look for your 
invitation with your October bill. We look forward 
to seeing you there!



As temperatures begin to drop and your en-
ergy focus turns from cooling your home to heat-
ing it, consider using this time to increase energy 
efficiency and cost savings for the colder months 
ahead. Whether your home is old or new, chances 
are you are spending more on energy costs than 
necessary.  

Armed with some basic knowledge and a little 
time, you can conduct a baseline energy audit of 
your home to identify where you are losing en-
ergy — and money. Use a checklist and take notes 
on problems you find as you walk through your 
home. But remember, the audit itself won’t save you 
money unless you act on your findings. 

DIY 101
So, where to start? If your home has multiple 

levels, work from the top down.
Insulation and air leaks (drafts): According 

to the U.S. Department of Energy, improving your 
home’s insulation and sealing air leaks are the fast-
est and most cost-effective ways to reduce energy 
waste and make the most of your energy dollars. 
Check to see whether there is sufficient insula-
tion in the attic. Are openings containing piping, 
ductwork or a chimney sealed?  

Electronic devices: Inventory all of the elec-
tronic devices you have and how often you use 
them. Computers, printers, DVD players, phones 
and gaming consoles are notorious “phantom 
power” users, meaning they drain energy even 
when they’re not in use. If items can be turned off 
without disrupting your lifestyle, consider plugging 
them into a power strip that can be turned on and 
off, or use a timer. For devices like cable boxes that 
take a long time to boot up, smart power strips 
allow power to continue flowing via one plug and 
shuts off power to others.  

Lighting: Note where you still have incandes-
cent lights. Can you replace them with compact 
fluorescent lamps (CFLs) or LED upgrades? 
Nightlights are great candidates for an LED swap 

because they’re low cost and 
will last much longer. Are 
there places where you can 
install motion sensor lights 
in low-use areas, such as a 
closet, porch or garage? 

Thermostat/indoor tem-
perature: Do you have a 
programmable thermostat? 
When was the last time it 
was programmed? Is the date and time correct? 
If they are not, this could throw off the automatic 
settings. Is it set so the temperature is lower during 
the day and times when no one is home and at 
night when people are sleeping? Consider lowering 
the temperature a few degrees. 

Appliances and cleaning: Appliances are large 
energy users, and if yours are more than 10 years 
old, they are likely not as energy efficient as today’s 
options. How you use them also makes a difference. 
Do you wash your clothes in hot water, or can you 
use cold water instead? Does your water heater 
have a blanket? If not, consider insulating it. Make 
sure your dryer vent isn’t blocked — this will not 
only save energy, it may also prevent a fire.  

Evaluation

Once you have completed the audit, review the 
findings. Prioritize actions you can take based on 
your time and budget, weighing where you can get 
the most impact for your investment. Increasing 
your home’s energy efficiency will make your family 
comfortable while saving you money.

Taking savings to the next level
If you would like to take your audit and savings 

to the next level, contact GMEC at 800-521-9879  
for an energy evaluation conducted by the energy 
experts. Sharing your audit findings with the repre-
sentative from your co-op will provide a great start-
ing point for a more detailed assessment. 
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Start saving with a
   DIY home energy audit

Ray Crock,
Energy Advisor
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1.  Insulation and Air Leaks (drafts) Result/Suggested Action Next Steps

Is attic hatch above an air-conditioned 
space, weather stripped and at least 
as heavily insulated as the attic?

Quick Fixes 

1.

2.

Long Term Solutions

1.

2.

Does attic hatch close tightly?

Are openings for pipes, ductwork, and 
chimneys sealed?

Are drafts coming from windows, 
doors, electrical outlets? 

Are there gaps along the baseboard, 
edge of flooring and/or at junctures of 
walls, ceiling?

2. Electronic Devices
Can device be plugged 
into a power strip (and/
or put on a timer?)

Next Steps

Inventory of electronic devices: 
• Computers/printers
• Mobile devices
• DVD/Blue-ray players
• Stereo
• Gaming consoles

Quick Fixes

1.

2.

Long Term Solutions

1.

2.

DIY Home Energy Audit Check List
Whether your house is old or new, chances are you are spending more on energy costs than neces-
sary. By understanding how your home uses energy, you can determine the best ways to modify en-
ergy use and keep more money in your wallet. With a little time, you can conduct a baseline energy 
audit of your house to identify where you are losing energy (and money). Use this checklist and take 
notes on problems you find as you walk through your home. However, the audit itself won’t save 
you money unless you act on your findings.

TIP: If your home has multiple levels, work from the top down. Begin in your highest floor and work 
your way down to the lowest floor. Once you have completed the audit, take a look at the findings. 
Prioritize actions based on your time and budget, weighing where you can get the most impact for 
your investment.



	 OCTOBER 2015 •  COUNTRY LIVING	 24C

Guernsey-Muskingum Electric Cooperative

3. Existing Incandescent Lighting Opportunity to Switch to 
CFL or LED Next Steps

Note locations of existing 
incandescent lighting:
• Hallways
• Bedrooms
• Bathrooms
• Closets
• Nightlight areas
• Living area
• Kitchen
• Dining area
• Porch
• Laundry/Mudroom
• Utility/Storage areas

Quick Fixes

1.

2.

Long Term Solutions

1.

2.

4. Thermostat/Indoor Temperature Result/Suggested Action Next Steps

Do you have a programmable 
thermostat?  

Quick Fixes 

1.

2.

Long Term Solutions

1.

2.

When was the last time it was 
programed?   

Is the date and time correct?

Is the temperature adjusted during 
the day and/or times when no one is 
home and at night when people are 
sleeping?  

Can you adjust the temperature a few 
degrees and still be comfortable?

5. Appliances and Cleaning Result/Suggested Action Next Steps

Which appliances are more than 10 
years old?
• Refrigerator/Freezer
• Stove
• Dishwasher
• Washer/Dryer

Quick Fixes 

1.

2.

Long Term Solutions

1.

2.

Can you wash your clothes in cold 
water instead of hot? 

Can you use your washer, dryer or 
dishwasher during an off peak time 
instead of during the day?  

Does your hot water heater need an 
insulating blanket?

Is your dryer vent blocked?
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WOULD YOU PLEASE HELP YOUR 
COOPERATIVE FIND FORMER MEMBERS?
The following is a listing of former members of Guernsey-Muskingum Electric Coopera-
tive, Inc., who received service from the cooperative in prior years. Attempts were made to 
mail capital credits checks to these former members in 2011. These capital credits checks 
have remained unclaimed for at least four years.

The cooperative’s Code of Regulations provides that capital credits payments that re-
main unclaimed for four years shall, after proper notice is given, be reallocated to the cur-
rent margins of the cooperative. After such reallocation, these unclaimed payments will no 
longer be available for payment to the former members listed.

If you have any information on any of the names published in this listing, please call the 
cooperative’s office at one of the numbers listed below. Thank you for your help in locating 
our former members.

	 New Concord	 Toll Free
	 740-826-7661	 1-800-521-9879

A T & T, STORE #OH2480

ADDY  L S

ADKINS  JESSE   K

ADKINS  TANYA   M

ADKINS  WILLIAM M

AERIAL COMMUNICATIONS

AMERITECH CELLULAR SERV

ANDERSON    JACK

ANDREWS WILLIAM L

ASHE  KAILA

ASHTON  DELBERT L

BACHE MARVIN  A

BAKER GARY    D

BALLENGER   ROBERT

BARKER  RODNEY

BARRINGER   MARK    E

BAUGHCUM    DAVID

BEISER  JEFF

BENNIE  CRAIG   A

BEREA OIL & GAS CORP

BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL  CHARLES W

BEYERLE R

BILES SCOTT   J

BIRD  HELEN   J

BIRD  WILLIAM

BLACKSTONE  W G

BLATTNER    JERRY

BLISS FRANK

BLOOM SHELLY  J

BORDER  STEVEN  R

BOVARD  KATHERINE    J

BOWERS  JAMES   A

BRANDON C W

BRANEM  ROBERT

BRANIGER    MARY    L

BREWER  KENNETH R

BROOKS  B C

BROWN JAMES

BROWN KAREN   L

BROWN KEITH   F

BROWN KIM

BROWNING    ALAN    D

BURTON  JIM

BURWELL JANET   E

BUTCHER ENERGY CORP

CABLE SYSTEMS U.S.A.

CAIN  JAMES   M

CALLANDER & KIMBREL INC

CALLENDAR & KIMBREL INC

CAMPBELL    ROBERT  D

CAMPBELL    WAYNE

CARLESS RESOURCES INC

CARROLL WILLIAM F

CASEY M L

CASTROVINCI ANTHONY B

CELMER  THOMAS

CHANNELL    DON

CHRISTA OIL CO

CHURCH  TODD

CLAPPER HOWARD

CLAPPER KELLY

CLARK LOIS

CLEAR MICHAEL

COLANGELO   GENE

COLBORN GREG

COLES MARY    R

COLLINS DANIEL

COLLINS DEANA   J

COLWELL DONALD

CONCORD DUP-STREET LIGH

CONCORD SQ LTD - ST LIG

CONCORD SQ LTD-SEWAGE-S

CONNER  KAREN

CONSOL RESC OF AMERICA

COOPER  WILLIAM L

COUGHENOUR  ELIZABETH

COVER GLENN   E

COX   LINDA

CRANE GARY    E

CRAWFORD    SHARON

CROSSON DEBORHA F

CRUSE CARLA

CUNNINGHAM  THOMAS  A

CURTIS  CHARLES

DAILEY  KENNETH

DAILEY  M H

DALTON  RICH    A

DAMRON  BETH

DANESHGAR   FARHARD

DANLEY  ALAN

DAVIS C L

DAVIS DOROTHY

DAVIS FRANCIS H

DEITRICK    ROBERT

DELBERT MARK    A

DENTLER DONALD  R

DICKEN  KAREN

DICKERSON   BARBARA

DICKEY  CYNTHIA D

DICKINSON   JOHN    H

DIETRICH    MICHAEL G

DINGMAN ALTON

DIPOLD  EVA

DIPOLD  JOSEPH

DIXON R M

DOBBINS JAMES   W

DOBSON  SUSAN

DONREY OUTDOOR ADVER CO

DOYLE RUSSELL

DRIGGS  CHRIS   F

DUNCAN  CATHY

DUNNING WILLIAM R

DURST CLARENCE

DYNAMIC DRILLING INC

EASTERN STATES OIL & GA

EASTIN  DAVID

EBERSBACH   ROBERT

EIKENBERRY  ALICE   M

ELLIS KEITH

EMERSON EUNICE

EMIG  JESSIE  R

ENTERPRISE GAS & OIL

EXXCEL CONTRACT MGMT IN

F E PETROLEUM

FAIRCHILD   TONYA   M

FAUST LONNIE

FINDLAY GEORGE

Mark your calendar for 
Guernsey-Muskingum Electric’s Holiday Workshop:

Wednesday, Nov. 4, at 6 p.m.
You’re sure to have fun!

Join us for refreshments and door prizes.
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FINDLEY OIL CO

FISHER  DAN

FISHER  THEODORE     CJR

FISK  ARTHUR

FOLDEN  JOHN

FORD  HARRY   D

FOSNAUGHT   NANCY

FREEMAN LISA

FREEMAN REBECCA S

FULLER  RUTH

GABLE V L

GAINES  LILLIAN E

GAITHER MARY    V

GAITHER MARY    V

GARVIN  KATHY   L

GASPRO ENERGY INC

GEORGE  KENNETH S

GIBBONS RUTH

GIBSON  GARY

GIFFIN  DELBERT L

GLASGOW MARY    H

GLASS GEORGE  K

GLOSSER RICHARD L

GLOVER-HARMON    GLORIA

GRADY J

GRAHAM  LINDA

GRANT IRENE

GREELEY MICHAEL

GRIFFIN HUGH    F

GRINDSTAFF  LINDA   K

GUZZETTA    DICK

HAHN  EARL

HALENAR JOSEPH  J

HALL  MERVIN  G

HALSEY  DON

HAMMER  SUSAN

HARDING RICHARD

HARDY POLLY

HARRIS  DAVID   K

HARRISON    VIRGINIA

HART  RANDALL

HARVEY  NANCY

HASTINGS    EVA

HATFIELD    MARION  GJR

HAWK  MICHAEL J

HAYNES  CHESTER

HAZELWOOD   J B

HEFNER  RONALD

HEIL  CORRY   D

HEIMS JOHN

HENDERSHOT  JERRY

HENDERSON   SAM

HENRY MABEL   A

HICKMAN HERBERT

HICKMAN PRESTON J

HILL  LOWELL

HILLER  JOHN    N

HILTON  VIRGIL  E

HILTON  WILLIAM H

HOLLINGSHEAD     RONNI

HOLMAN  C L

HOOVER  PATRICIA

HRINKO  KRISTY  L

HUFF  JENNIFER

HURSEY  FRANCIS

HUTCHISON   TONI    L

HUTCHISON   WILLIAM A

HUTTON  DALE    E

ICKES JASON

IDEN  CHARLES M

IRBY  ELDON   E

JACKSON ELAINE

JACKSON WILBUR  E

JACOBS  JERRY   L

JAMES T JOHNSON,  TRUST

JAMESON JAMES   L

JAMISON LAWRENCE     R

JAY’S UNOCAL 76

JESS  ARTHUR  E

JOHNS KEITH   D

JOHNSON BRENDA  L

JOHNSON DOREEN  E

JOHNSON VAUGHN  V

JONES GARY

JONES K F

JONES MICHAEL E

JONES PAT

JUSTICE J

KAHRIG  HOMER

KALCHOFF    MARIE

KEIFFER DOUGLAS

KELT ENERGY

KIMBLE  PAUL

KINCAID RANDY   D

KING  DAVID

KING  J A

KING  PATRICIA

KING  YVONNE

KIRKMAN L A

KIRKPATRICK REBECCA A

KRAPS PAUL

KUHAR JOHN    A

KUNDRITH    CRAIG

KUSS  CATHERINE    M

KUSTER  DANIEL

LAGNEAUX    DOUG

LAKE  BARBARA A

LANDERS TIMOTHY C

LANDOW  B T

LANDPROVEST INC

LANE  P

LANGSDORF   SAMUEL

LANZER  BRIAN

LASHLEY WILLIAM R

LAWLER  WILLIAM

LEADER DEVELOPMENT CORP

LEBANON M E CHURCH

LENZO CARL    J

LESHUK  GARY

LEWIS ROBERT  V

LICHTNER    TERESA  A

LIESER  DAVID   A

LOCKE ANTHONY L

LOHMAN  ROBERT



24F	 COUNTRY LIVING  •  OCTOBER 2015

Guernsey-Muskingum Electric Cooperative

LONG  ROBERT  M

LOPEZ RALPH   M

LOWERY  L W

LUTEY ELWOOD  D

LYONS MEL

MAPLE D B

MAPLE MARK    D

MASSEY  CLAUDE   JR

MAST  ALVIN

MAZZA C J

MCCAUSTLAND MICHAEL P

MCCONIHA    ROCKY

MCCONNELL   TERRY

MCDONALD    H K

MCDONALD    VICKIE

MCDOWELL    JAMES   P

MCELFRESH   GLENN   M

MCFARLAND   RYAN    L

MCFIN OIL CO

MCGINNIS    ROBERT

MCGINNIS    WILLIAM F

MCLAIN  SAMUEL

MCMAHON FLORENCE

MCPECK  LISA    I

MCPHERSON   DONALD

MCPHERSON   TIM  JR

MCVICKER    WILLIAM

MELL  DOUGLAS L

MELTON  PAUL

MENDOZA LARRY

MERLIN  ROBIN

MERRIAM KENNETH

MILLER  JOHN    R

MILLER  NORBERT V

MILLER  WILLIAM E

MINNIER SHAWN   T

MINOSKY FRANK

MISSION GAS

MONTGOMERY  F

MOORE MICHAEL L

MORGAN  BETTY

MORRISON    HELEN

MOWREY  CRAIG   E

MOWRY BRIAN

MULLINS EDWARD

MURPHY  DARLENE

MUSK JOINT VENTURE

MUSKINGUM MINING INC

MYERS VIOLET  J

NAPRAWA DONALD

NASSER  SCOTT   E

NEWMAN  DANNY   J

NOBLE OIL CORP

NORMAN  KEVIN   W

NORTHROP    JAMES   M

NUTTER  KEN

O’CONNELL   HELEN   F

O’NEIL  BOBBY

OHIO INNS, INC

OILER   ROBERT   J

OSWALD  ROBIN

OWCZAREK    ASHLEY  E

PACKHAM TROY

PALLET RECYCLING

PALMER  P

PARK  KESTER

PATRICK THOMAS  E

PATTERSON   THOMAS

PEABODY COAL CO

PEACH CARL    W

PECKA LOUISE  M

PEMCO GAS INC

PENWIM JOINT VENTURE

PETERSON    DAVID   K

PHILLIPS    RAE

PHILLIS RODNEY

PINE  CONNIE  A

POORMAN DAN

PORTER  APHUS   I

PORTER  ROBERT  L

PRICE GREGG   A

PROCHASKA   ROSANNE

PULLEY  LUCILLE

PYLE  GARY

RABER JOHN

REED  JIM

REED  MARK

REHL  ROBERT

REPASKY ALEXANDER

REYNOLDS    D F

REYNOLDS    DELMAR

REYNOLDS    GARY    M

RHODES  MERL    J

RICHARDSON  DOUGLAS

RILEY JANIS

RITCHEY JOHN    D

RITTERBECK  LARRY

RIVERS  RUTH    N

ROBERTS DAVID   A

ROBERTS WILLIAM E

ROBERTSON   JAMES

ROBINSON    EDWARD  M

ROBINSON    ROBERT  L

ROGER C DUPKE OIL CO IN

ROLL  MARTHA  J

ROSS  TAMMY   S

ROSSI GREG

ROWE  ERNEST  D

SAUNDERS    WILLIAM L

SCARPATO    THOMAS

SCHMIDTKE   DAVE

SCHWARZE    ALFRED  F

SCHWYHART   ADA R

SCOTT JAMES   E

SEALEY  DAVID   M

SECKMAN ARIS    K

SEEVERS JAMES

SETTLE  RALPH

SHAFFER MARGARET

SHAFFER WILLIAM J

SHANER  RICHARD O

SHAVER  BRADLEY S

SHOENFELT   STUART

SHULL LEE

SIDNER  ANN

SIGLER PETRO CORP

SIMMONS DOROTHY A

SIMMONS SANDRA

SMALLEY JEFFREY S

SMITH DOUGLAS E

SMITH HAROLD  C

SMITH JEFFREY C

SMITH MARTHA  M

SNODE DIANE

SNYDER  HOWARD  L

SOPKO WILLIAM E

SOWERS  NORMA   J

STALLION OIL & GAS INC

STALLION OIL & GAS INC

STEINER LEO

STEPHENS    JAMES   V

STEVENS THOMAS  H

STEWART RICHARD E

STEWART TAMMY   S

STILLION    RICKIE  A

STOCKER & SITLER INC

STONE IRENE

STOTTS  DONALD  R

STOTTS  MICHAEL D

STOTTS  SHIRLEY I

STOUT LARRY

SWINGLE JOEY    C

TAYLOR  DOUGLAS SS

THEIS ROBERT

THOMAS  HAROLD  L

THOMAS  SCOTT

THOMPSON    VICTOR  E

TICE  LARRY

TIGHE JAMES

TIMES MIRROR CATV - CAM

TIPPLE  RALPH   N

TOOLE BERNARD J

TRELKA  JAMES   M

TREXLER MARY

TRI-PETRO WELL SERV INC

TROUT PHILLIP E

TUCKER  CHARLES F

UNITED STATES CELLULAR

VAN VLECK   JIM

VANFOSSEN   GARY

VANVICKLE   EDDIE   E

VERIZON

VESSELS CHARLES R

WADDLE  JEFFREY L

WAGGONER    JEAN    A

WAGNER  JOSEPH  E

WALKER  RICHARD T

WALLACE DAVID   R

WALLER  MICHAEL

WARE  ROGER   M

WATERS  CAROLYN J

WEBB  GEORGE

WELL CARE SERVICES INC

WELLMAN EDWARD  C

WELLS RALPH   G

WESTERN UNION TEL CO

WHEELER CHRISTIAN

WHETSTONE   RICHARD

WILDE WALTON  W

WILDMAN JANE    V

WILKEY  EVERETT L

WILSON  KEITH   A

WIMER JOHN    W

WINGERTER   JAMES   B

WINN  WILLIAM E

WOLFE JAMES   T

WOLFE TIM

WOLFORD DOUGLAS A

YOUNG DANIEL

ZANESVILLE SPEEDWAY   I

ZENITH OIL & GAS INC

ZIGO  FRANK   P

ZILKHA ENERGY CO

ZIMMERMAN   LAURA

Is your name and location/ 
account number here?

If it is, call your cooperative’s office and receive a FREE home 
change-out to compact fluorescent lightbulbs. (Limit 6 bulbs.) 

Thanks for reading the GMEC  “local pages” of 
Country Living magazine.

#20-0132-45-02........................  Cassidy L Taylor

#25-0024-16-00............................. Seth Wilkison

#29-0155-36-03......................Matthew A Janicki

#35-0711-03-00............................... Zane V Wells

#48-0055-10-03.............................. Violet Clifton

#52-0392-02-00........................Sean R Kennedy
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Tree clearance 
guidelines
The Arbor Day Foundation encourages thoughtful practices 
that help preserve community trees while also benefiting 
Guernsey-Muskingum Electric Cooperative consumers.

Trees can help cool your home and neighborhood, break 
cold winds to lower your heating costs and provide food for 
wildlife. Properly placed trees can lower line clearance costs 
for utility companies, reduce tree mortality and result in 
healthier community forests.

Tall trees surrounding your home, such as maple, oak, 
pine and spruce, provide summer shade to lower cooling 
costs and keep out cold winter winds. Medium trees, 40 
feet or less in mature height, might include Washington 
hawthorn and golden raintree, while smaller trees suitable 
for planting beneath utility lines might include redbud, 
dogwood and crabapple. When planting near utility lines, 
consider a 25-foot maximum mature height and 20 foot 
spread. See the image below for a guide.

To learn more about which trees might work best in your 
yard, visit www.arborday.org. 

With the 
arrival of 
cooler  
tempera-
tures, it is 
the perfect 
time to call 
Guernsey- 

Muskingum Electric to sched-
ule a free home energy audit, 
including a blower door test 
and infrared scan. Your energy 
advisor, Ray Crock, will help 
you prioritize air-sealing and 
weatherization projects and 
will answer questions about 
your home’s HVAC system and 
appliances. Call 800-521-9879 
to get started today.
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With more than 140,000 electrical fires occurring 
each year, knowledge of electrical safety is necessary 
to ensuring your loved ones stay safe. Here are a 
few tips from Guernsey-Muskingum Electric Coop-
erative you can share with your little ones:

Electrical fires are caused when a wire or elec-
trical device overheats. It is important to make sure 
your children understand that water cannot extin-
guish this type of fire. Only fire extinguishers can be 
used to remedy this situation.

In addition, never mix water with electricity. 
Keep blow dryers, radios and other electrical de-
vices away from water, especially in the bathroom or 
kitchen.

Keep metal objects out of appliances and 
plugs. If a piece of toast gets stuck in the toaster, 
never use a metal knife to retrieve it. Unplug the 
toaster, and use a different utensil to remove the 
toast. Remember, only plugs should go in outlets. 
Sticking fingers or other objects in outlets may re-
sult in an electrical shock.

It’s always a good idea to turn lights off when 

they are not in use. This will save your family 
money on your electric bill and prevent electrical 
fires from overheated bulbs. Newer compact fluo-
rescent lamps and LED bulbs don’t get nearly as 
hot as traditional incandescent bulbs, so switching 
can save money and reduce this hazard, too.

Kids will be kids, and they love the great out-
doors. Remind them to stay far away from over-
head power lines. Whether they are climbing 
trees or flying kites or remote-controlled toys, they 
should always be aware of what is above. 

Talk to your children about the importance of 
electrical safety, and more importantly, lead by ex-
ample — because you never know who’s watching. 
For more information about electrical safety, visit 
esfi.org.

KALEY LOCKWOOD writes for the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, the service arm 
of the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-
profit electric cooperatives.

Electrical safety tips for kids
BY KALEY LOCKWOOD
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HALLOWEEN
SAFETY TIPS

•   Cross the street at corners, using 
traffic signals and crosswalks.

•   Always walk on sidewalks or paths. 
If there are no sidewalks, walk facing 
traffic as far to the left as possible. 
Children should walk on direct routes 
with the fewest street crossings.

WALK 
SAFELY

TRICK or 
treat with 

an adult

keep 
costumes 
creative 
and safe

Drive extra  
safely on 
halloween

•   Children under the age of 12  
should not be alone at night with- 
out adult supervision. If kids are 
mature enough to be without 
supervision, they should stick to 
familiar areas that are well lit and 
trick or treat in groups.

•   Decorate costumes and bags with 
reflective tape or stickers and, if 
possible, choose light colors.

•   Have kids carry glow sticks or 
flashlights to help them see and be 
seen by drivers.

•   Drive slowly, anticipate heavy 
pedestrian traffic and turn your 
headlights on earlier in the day to 
spot children from greater distances.

•   Popular trick-or-treating hours 
are 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., so be 
especially alert to kids during those 
hours.

Source: Safekids.org
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